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Including everyone
Collect images and example headlines from entertainment magazines. Match up  
pictures and headlines. Talk about what sort of pictures would work well. Write something  
in a speech bubble for any celebrities you include. 

Think about:

•	 What would be a good title for a new magazine?

•	 What could it be about?

•	 Who will read it? 

•	 How much would it cost?

Plan it together. Some of the group could plan and write articles, others can act as editors – 
using dictionaries to check spellings.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity 

SLd/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Rt/E3.6, E3.9, Rw/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Wt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, Ww/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3



The Cleverness of Ladies
Author: Alexander McCall Smith

About the book

There are times when ladies must use all their wisdom and 
good sense to solve life’s mysteries. Mma Ramotswe, 
owner of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, is just one 
of the capable ladies who will enchant you in these tales 
of love, heartbreak, hope and the cleverness of ladies. 
Bestselling author Alexander McCall Smith brings his 
trademark gift for storytelling to these fi ve delightful 
short stories.

About the author

Alexander McCall Smith is the 
author of over eighty books on a 
wide range of subjects. For many 
years he was Professor of Medical 
Law at the University of Edinburgh. In 
1999 he achieved worldwide recognition 
for his award-winning series of novels, The 
No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency. He lives in 
Edinburgh with his wife, Elizabeth.
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Starting off ...
Look at the cover and title of the book. What hints does the title give 
to the content of the story? What does the language of the title suggest? 

In a group, talk about the author. Does his name give you any clues about his 
character? Is his name familiar to anyone? Can anybody name another book written 
by him that has a similar title? 

Has anyone seen the TV programme,’ The No.1 Ladies Detective Agency’? Can 
they remember which famous singer played the lead role, what her name was in the 
lead part, and what it was about? Ask a group member who is familiar with this to 
describe to the rest of the group what they know about the book and programme.

Use a search engine to fi nd the author’s website. What other books has he written in 
the No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency series? 

Has the author written many more books? What kind of books does he generally 
write? What other series of books has he written?

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity 

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rw/L1.3, 

Rt/L1.1
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First chapter ideas
Read the fi rst two paragraphs. Which country is the story based in? 
Where is this country? Discuss what you know about it.

Carefully read the characters’ names. Divide each name up into syllables to help 
you to pronounce them, for example, Ra-mot-swe (sway). Discuss and agree how 
you think they should be pronounced. Use the internet to see if you can fi nd any 
information on how they should be pronounced.

What do you think Mma and Rra mean?

(‘... Mma is pronounced ‘mah’ (that is, with a long a), and rra is similarly pronounced 
‘rar’. The double m and the double r slightly strengthen the mo and r sound, but only 
slightly.)

On page 2, the author mentions a ‘gecko’. Discuss as a group what you think this is. 
If you’re not sure, look it up in a dictionary. Have any members of the group been to 
a hot country and seen one? Describe what they look like and how they move.

Discuss the description ‘defying gravity’. What does it mean? How else could you say 
this?

Mma Ramotswe has a conversation with her assistant, Mma Makutsi. Discuss how 
speech is laid out and written down in the fi rst chapter. Work out what the format 
and punctuation rules are for writing down speech.

On page 3, in the paragraph beginning, ‘Mma Ramotswe picked up a piece of paper 
...’, the term ‘one’ is used repeatedly. As a group discuss why you think this is. Is this 
language you would use? When do you think it should or might be used?

Why do you think Mma Ramotswe’s husband is referred to as formally as Mr J. L. 
B. Matekoni? Discuss and compare how different cultures use names and how they 
refer to each other, both formally and informally. 

On page 7, Mma Makutsi is proud that she achieves 97 per cent in her fi nal 
examinations at college. Discuss what this means. Which language does the term per 
cent come from and what does it mean literally in English? How does the translation 
relate to the unit of measure?

Listen to the fi rst chapter clip available on BBC Skillswise (http://www.bbc.co.uk/
skillswise). Individuals who are not so confi dent in their reading skills can read 
along with the author and then signal when they are happy to continue to read by 
themselves.

Whilst listening to the clip, notice how the reader uses his voice. How does he use the 
tone, volume and register of his voice? Discuss what ‘register’ means.
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Does he have any kind of accent? What impact does this have on 
your understanding or enjoyment of the story? As a whole group 
discuss any occasions where an accent has made it diffi cult for you to 
understand someone and what impact this has had. 

In pairs experiment with your own reading voice. Each person reads to their partner 
and changes intonation, volume, and register. Discuss with your partner what works, 
what doesn’t and why. 

Have a go at performance reading between three people. Decide who will be Mma 
Ramotswe, Motalhodi Gefeli and the narrator. Two learners read out loud the 
conversation between Mma and Motalhodi when they fi rst meet (page 5), with a 
third person fi lling in the story-telling. Swap with another three people, see if the 
conversation sounds the same. What makes a difference?

Adult Literacy and Numeracy Core Curricula references for this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, SLlr/L1.1, 1.2, SLc/L1.1

Rw/L1.2, Rs/L1.1, 1.2

N2/L1.8

Including everyone
Collect sample posters and images to give you design ideas to advertise your own 
detective agency. Write a few sentences or captions to include on your poster.

Think about working as a private detective. What are the main skills you might need? 
Discuss and write a short list of skills.

In pairs, read out loud the fi rst paragraph. Write a list of any words you don’t 
understand and use a dictionary to fi nd their meaning. Start a personal dictionary of 
words in the book as you read. This will help where words are repeated later on. 

Mma Ramotswe remembers a sinister story, told to her by her grandmother, about a 
girl who married a lion. Can you remember any similar stories that your grandparents 
told you that you can share with the group? Are there any differences in the stories 
told amongst people from different cultures?

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLd/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.46, Ww/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Rt/E3.1, 3.8
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Ideas for project work

Imagine you are starting up your own detective agency. How would you go about doing this? 
Discuss what type of clients you might like to have, where you would have your business, what 
hours you would work, how much you would charge and how you would advertise your service. 

Design a fl yer to advertise your business. What will you need to include? Think about who your 
audience is and who you are trying to attract to your business. How will you work out what you 
will charge for fi rst and subsequent sessions? Do you need to include images on the fl yer?

To build up your ideas, search on the internet for ‘private detective agencies’. What can you 
learn from the websites that you might need to include in your fl yer?

Create your fi rst draft in rough on a piece of paper, then use Word on a computer to create an 
A4 poster. Insert images, use colour, different fonts and font sizes, add a heading. You could 
include your own photographs.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Ws/L1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, Ww/L1.1, 1.2

Rt/L1.1, 1.4, 1.5

Including everyone
Collect sample posters and images to give you design ideas. Write a few sentences or captions 
to include on your poster and talk about images you could use.

In your group talk about the skills you would need to be an assistant to a private detective. What 
sort of work might you have to do? Together write a list of possible duties.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, Ww/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Rt/E3.1, 3.8
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Quantum of Tweed: The Man 
with the Nissan Micra
Author: Conn Iggulden

About the book

When Albert Rossi knocks a man over in his Nissan 
Micra he is amazed he doesn’t hear from the police. 
Instead he gets a mysterious phone call telling him that 
his money will be left in the usual place. Albert Rossi’s life 
is about to get a whole lot more interesting … This 
hilarious spy-thriller spoof from number one bestselling 
author Conn Iggulden will make you laugh out loud.

About the author

Conn Iggulden is one of the most 
successful authors of historical 
fi ction writing today, His two number 
one bestselling series tell the stories 
of how the Roman and Mongol Empires 
began. Conn is co-author of The Dangerous 
Book for Boys and lives in Hertfordshire with 
his wife and children.
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Starting off ...
Use a dictionary to fi nd out the meaning of ‘quantum’. What other words 
are similar or related? What do they have in common? What does the word have 
in common with numbers?

Talk about what the title of the book means to you? Does it remind you of any other 
kinds of title? What do you relate it to?

If you are not sure, use a dictionary to fi nd out the meaning of ‘tweed’. Do you 
associate it with a particular type of person? Describe the type of person.

Consider the title. How does the subtitle add to the meaning of the title? What clues 
does it give about the story?

Research the author on the internet. What kinds of books does he write? 

The author has an unusual name. Where do you think Conn originates from? See if 
you can fi nd out more on the internet. Discuss origins of names as a group. Look at 
the lead character’s name. Where do you think he comes from? (Chapter 1, fi rst line).

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rw/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3
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First chapter ideas
Discuss the very fi rst sentence of chapter one. What can you learn from it? 
What clues does it give about the story?

Using the internet, research the origins of the word ‘nickname’. Where does it come 
from? The study of word origins is known as etymology. Have a look at an etymology 
dictionary to fi nd out about the origins of other words in the English language.

Assassins has two ‘double s’ spellings. Make up a mnemonic to help remember this 
and make a note of it. For example, to remember that the word ‘necessary’ has one 
‘c’ and two ‘s’s, you can remember that ‘to make a shirt it is necessary to have one 
collar (c ) and two sleeves (s)’.

In the fi rst paragraph the author talks about theme tunes. Can you think of an 
appropriate theme tune for an assassin? Discuss your favourite theme tunes. Why do 
you remember some and not others?

The fi rst four paragraphs slowly build an impression of Albert’s character and his 
lifestyle. Discuss what clues are given that help you get an idea of what Albert is like. 
Write a list of fi ve.

In the fi fth paragraph Albert’s ‘career change’ is mentioned. What does this refer to? 
Read back to the fi rst paragraph to make sure.

As a group discuss any career changes that you have made or would like to and what 
you can do to work towards it.

As Albert’s car hits the little man, the author writes ‘the little man popped into the 
air’. Discuss why you think the word ‘popped’ is written in italics.

There is a grammatical term for words like ‘popped’ that make the sound they 
express as you say them. See if you can fi nd it on the internet or ask your teacher.
(Note: Onomatopoeia – derived from the Greek onoma ‘name’ and poiein ‘to 
make’.)

The author uses the expression ‘nuns in a reading room’ to express quietness. This 
is a form of analogy. Write a list of three other words or expressions you could use to 
represent quietness? 

As the little man falls in front of Albert, he notices he is wearing a pair of socks that 
he had once marked down by 40 per cent of its full price. If the full price was £6.50, 
how much would they retail for in the sale? Do you struggle to work out percentages? 
Have you thought of doing some maths learning?
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Try performance reading page 4. Starting at, ‘Focussing on the 
task ...’ Three readers take roles of Albert, the anonymous man with 
the gun and the story-teller. Read to the end of the chapter. Try using 
different voices for the characters. What impact does this have on the story 
for you and those listening to you?

The gunman says he wouldn’t have bothered with an ‘alibi’ (p. 00) Look this word up 
in the dictionary. What does it mean? How would this have helped him? 

Adult Literacy and Numeracy Core Curricula references for this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rt/L1.1, Rw/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Ww/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, Ws/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5

N2/L1.8

Including everyone
On the internet fi nd a picture of a Nissan Micra and an image of how you imagine 
Albert Rossi to look. Save the pictures and create an alternative book cover in a word 
document. Can you think of a different title than the one given?

After the accident, Albert tries to carry out First Aid. Have a look on line to fi nd 
instructions for resuscitating. What should Albert have done for the little man he ran 
over? Write a short set of instructions.

Albert thinks his expression will be one of complete ‘baffl ement’. (p. 4). Look this 
word up in the dictionary. What does it mean? Do you agree that he would have 
looked like this under the circumstances? Name three other words that the author 
could have used.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

Wt/E3.3, E3.4, Ww/E3.1



Learning with Quick Reads

19

Ideas for project work

Imagine you wanted to change career and become an assassin (you can change this to 
something more practical but it might not be as much fun!)

Write a short paragraph about each of the skills you have developed through work and through 
everyday life. Use these notes to compose your CV, outlining the skills you have developed in 
previous jobs and the qualities that you have that will help you to do the job you want to. Go to 
the Job Seekers’ section of the BBC Skillswise site for help with the language that expresses skills 
and qualities:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/factsheet/jo14seek-l1-f-words-for 

Use the website below to look for your ideal job. You can upload your CV here. 
http://jobseekers.direct.gov.uk/

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6

Rt/L1.1, 1.4, 1.5

Including everyone
Decide what your ideal job might be and discuss with others in the group what the skills and 
qualities are that you might need to do it. Write a list of them together. 

Discuss with your teacher any jobs you have done in the past and think about what skills you 
developed. If you have not worked, discuss the skills you have developed to manage your life 
every day and write a few down. 

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Wt/E2.1
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Full House
Author: Maeve Binchy

About the book

Dee loves her children very much, but now they are all 
grown up, isn’t it time they left home? Rosie, Helen and 
Anthony are happy at home, and surely their parents 
like having a full house? Then there is a crisis, and Dee 
decides things have to change … whether the children like it 
or not. A touching tale of family troubles from number one 
bestseller Maeve Binchy.

About the author

Maeve Binchy was born in 
County Dublin and educated at 
the Holy Child Convent in Killiney 
and at University College Dublin. 
After a spell as a teacher, she joined 
the Irish Times. Her fi rst novel, Light 
a Penny Candle, was published in 1982, 
and since then she has written more 
than a dozen best-selling novels and short 
story collections.
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Starting off ...
What does the title of the book suggest to you? If you read the title in 
isolation, could it be misleading in any way? How does the book cover help you to 
guess what it is about?

Look at the list of titles written by the author. How many adjectives can you fi nd? 
What do the titles and language used suggest about the genre of books written by 
Maeve Binchy?

The information about the author says that she has written ‘more than a dozen’ 
best-sellers. Discuss what this means and whether it gives you a clear idea of how 
many she has written.

Look at the list of comments on the fi rst page, praising Maeve Binchy’s work as a 
writer. What do you notice about the magazines that have contributed comments? 
Discuss why these magazines would comment and what type of language they use 
to describe her work.

Read the author’s biography. Use the internet to fi nd out about the Irish PEN/A.T. 
Cross award. What is it? 

Write a short summary of the history of the Irish PEN and include the names of three 
previous winners of the award, other than the author.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity 

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rt/L1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, Rw/L1.2, 1.3, Rs/L1.1 

Ws/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, Ww/L1.1, 1.2
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First chapter ideas
Josie and Dee are contract cleaners. Discuss what you think would be the 
benefi ts and challenges of doing this kind of work. Does anyone in the group have 
experience of this work that they can recount to the group? From the fi rst four 
paragraphs write a summary of the benefi ts and challenges of cleaning for Josie and 
Dee.

Stella leaves a little note for Josie and Dee. What does the language suggest about 
Stella’s character and how she perceives Josie and Dee?

In the following sentence ‘She had never ...’   commas are used frequently. Discuss 
why this is, and other ways in which commas can be used and what for. Have a go at 
the worksheet on BBC Skillswise in the sentence grammar section: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/worksheet/en29punc-l1-w-commas-in-lists 

In the sentence beginning, ‘Miss Mason was retired and lonely’, dashes are used 
to separate some of the text. Discuss why you think this is. Could other forms of 
punctuation be used instead of dashes? Rewrite the sentence to show this.

At the end of the following paragraph, small dots are used to fi nish the last sentence, 
after the word ‘bin’. What are these small dots called? Discuss why they are used.

In the fi rst two lines of the next paragraph, apostrophes are used in two different 
ways. Discuss each way they have been used and why. Check your ideas with a 
Skillswise factsheet on apostrophes:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/factsheet/en29punc-l1-f-apostrophes 

The fi rst chapter gives an account of a typical day for Josie and Dee. In pairs, talk 
to your partner informally to fi nd out what for them is a typical day. Take notes and 
extend into a short written description of your partner’s typical day. When fi nished, 
swap for checking to see if the facts, the spelling and punctuation are right. 

In the sentence beginning ‘It had dripped on to the hob’, the word burned is used 
as the past tense of ‘to burn’. How else can this be spelt? Are there other words that 
follow a similar pattern? Write a list of three and their past participles.
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On page 15, Rosie grumbles that teachers ‘have it made’. Why 
does she say this? This is known as ‘stereotyping’. Discuss what this 
means and see if you can think of any stereotypes linked to other professions. 
Make a list of the professions and the stereotypes linked to them. Discuss whether 
you think they might be true. Write a short narrative that considers the stereotypical 
beliefs about 2 of the professions. Use fact and opinion to argue whether or not there 
is truth in those stereotypes. What conclusions can you come to?

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references on this activity 

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rt/L1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5

Ws/L1.1,1.2, 1.3, Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, Ww/1.1, 1.2

Including everyone
Look at the use of the word ‘and’ in the second paragraph on page 12. Find out what 
the grammatical term is for words like ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘because’. Why do you think 
it is used in two different ways? Do you think it is grammatically correct to begin a 
sentence with ‘And’? Why have they done it here? Discuss the reasons for starting a 
sentence with And.

On page 11 the author describes how Dee’s mother, ‘said that a table with a cloth 
over it was the height of class in a bedroom. Especially the Master Bedroom’. 
Discuss whether your parents or grandparents have any similar traditions? Has this 
infl uenced you as you have grown up?

In the paragraph beginning, ‘Noel and Faith Lynch’ the words ‘their’ and ‘there’ are 
used. How do you know which spelling to use when they both sound the same? Have 
a go at identifying other words that sound the same but are spelt differently:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skil  lswise/factsheet/en21watc-e3-f-      words-that-sound-the-
same  

The fi rst chapter describes a typical day in Dee’s full house. As a group discuss what 
a typical day is in your home. Would you describe your house as a ‘full’ house? Write 
four simple sentences that describe a typical day for you at home.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/E3.1,3.2, 3.3

Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4
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Ideas for project work

The fi rst chapter describes why all of Dee’s family are still living at home. One daughter, Helen, 
is a teacher and has never left home, Rosie, aged 25 has been married but left her husband and 
returned home and Anthony left home for a year to travel round the world, but returned home 
hoping to become a successful musician and fi nd fame on YouTube.

Undertake a research project. Use the internet to fi nd statistics and information about young 
people over the age of 24 still living at home in the UK. 

Design a short survey to send to your friends and family to fi nd out if they are in a similar 
situation and why. 

Ask a friend and their family if they would be willing to talk to you directly. You could visit them 
and talk to them about their situation. Prepare an interview questionnaire to take with you, with 
four key questions on it. 

From the above research activity, write up your fi ndings and conclusions. The report should 
include the following key points: the number of young people in their 20s and 30s still living 
at home nationally and amongst your friends and family, the range of reasons why, and how 
parents are coping with the continued responsibility of more adults at home. Consider what this 
might mean for future generations. 

Write a blog on your college/learning provider’s intranet or Moodle that reports on your fi ndings.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5

Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6; Ws/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Ww/L1.1, 1.2



Learning with Quick Reads

25

Including everyone 
Discuss the difficulties in having children living at home for longer than expected.  
Has this happened to anyone in the group? Write a list of what problems this causes for  
parents and children. Can you suggest anything that might help Dee? See if you can decide 
which would be the biggest problem.

From the information the group finds about numbers of young people still living at home, see if 
you can draw a pie chart to represent this.

Discuss with the group what they should include on the blog about the findings. Can you upload 
your pie chart to the Moodle?
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Beyond the Bounty
Author: Tony Parsons

About the book

What happened after the crew of the Bounty cast their 
sadistic captain adrift? They swap cruelty and the lash 
for easy living in the island heaven of Tahiti. However, 
paradise turns out to have a darker side as the rebels’ 
dreams turn to nightmares … A tense and gritty historical 
novel from best-selling author Tony Parsons.

About the author

Tony Parsons is the author of 
Man and Boy, which won the 
Book of the Year prize. His other 
novels – One for My Baby, Man 
and Wife, Starting Over and Men 
from the Boys – were all best-sellers. 
He is the son and grandson of sailors 
and lives in London.
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Starting off ...
Read the dedication on the fi rst page. Discuss what you think it means. 
Investigate the origins of this saying on the internet. Can anyone share similar 
sayings that they have heard? Is there a grammatical term for this kind of saying?

Read the list of chapter titles. Discuss whether they inspire you to read on.

Read the author’s note. Discuss as a group, your knowledge of the history of HMS 
Bounty. Has anyone seen the fi lm, ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’? Use a search engine on 
the internet to fi nd out who wrote the original story and whether it is based on truth. 
Can you remember who played the main characters in the fi lm? Is the fi lm accurate? 
You might be inspired to watch the fi lm, once you have read the book.

Discuss as a group where you think the Pitcairn Islands might be. Use the internet to 
research the Pitcairn Islands’ history relating to the descendents of the mutineers.

Adult Literacy and Maths Core Curricula references for this activity

Rt/L1.2, Rs/L1.1, 1.2, Rw/L1.2

SLd/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3
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First chapter ideas
Read the fi rst paragraph. What feelings does the language evoke? Does it 
make you want to continue to read more? 

Why does the author refer to the ship as ‘her’? What other objects do we generally 
refer to as female or male? Why do you think this is?

Look at the words, ‘It burned.’ Does this constitute a sentence? What is the shortest 
sentence you can have and what are the essential grammatical elements to make a 
sentence? Write three examples.

Look at the fi rst page, underline the adjectives and adverbs that help to create the 
atmosphere of drama and intensity. 

On page 5, the author describes the dying moments of Fletcher Christian as ‘life was 
already ebbing out of him’. What does the term ‘ebbing’ mean and why is it such an 
appropriate term for this particular scene? Write a list of 3 other verbs you could use 
instead that mean the same thing.

On page 6, what is the impact of writing the word ‘Mister’ in italics? As a group, 
discuss what this tells you about how the writer feels about Fletcher Christian?

In pairs discuss how you would describe the language used in this sentence? ‘I 
choked on the smell of his burning fl esh as he died in my embrace’. How does this 
add to the story?

He describes Fletcher Christian as ‘brave as any young lion’. Does anyone in the 
group know what grammatical term is used for this kind of expression? Can you think 
of any more that might describe him from what you already know about him?

Identify two similes in the narrator’s description of Mr Christian’s goodness. What 
religion do they allude to? Discuss why these similes have been used. Give two 
examples of other similes that could have been used here.

The narrator describes Fletcher’s heart as made of ‘that sturdy English oak’. Where 
was this referenced previously in the fi rst chapter? Discuss why you think the writer 
has used this description and why he uses it at the beginning and in the middle of 
the text? In pairs discuss why you think the narrator dislikes Fletcher Christian. Which 
comparisons in the narrative illustrate this?

In pairs discuss whether you think the narrator is wise? Which sentence indicates this, 
following his description of Fletcher Christian (page 8).

The narrator describes the day as ‘as close to Paradise as I ever saw in this world’. 
Discuss why he describes it as this.
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Look at the description of the judge on page 8. What impact does 
it have using two words that begin with the same letter. There is a 
grammatical term for this – fi nd out what it is. Use the internet to research 
the diseases suffered by sailors who were malnourished in this century. What 
were the causes? Write a short paragraph about two of these diseases.

On page 9, the narrator says ‘the women were crying like banshees.’ Discuss as a 
group what you think a banshee is. Look it up on the internet or in a dictionary if you 
are not sure. What other words could be used?

Choose two pairs to read out loud the scene where Fletcher Christian dies in the 
arms of Ned, the narrator. Read a part each out loud to the rest of the group. Do this 
again, with a different pair. Did you get the same impression of the scene? What 
made a difference to your understanding? 

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5; Rw/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6; Ws/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Ww/L1.1, 1.2

Including everyone
Listen to the pair readings (above) of the last scene in chapter 1. Write three simple 
sentences that describe what happens in this scene.

What was it about Ned’s physical build that helped him to end Fletcher Christian’s 
life? Draw round your hand on a piece of blank paper and write a word in each fi nger 
space that describes the character of Fletcher Christian. What is the grammatical 
term for a ‘describing’ word?

Write three sentences that describe what you think the life of a sailor in those times 
would have been like.

Have a look on the internet to fi nd out which newspaper Tony Parsons writes for. 
What else does he do? Write a list of three things.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; Ww/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Rt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7,3.8; Rs/E3.2
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Ideas for project work

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/mutiny-on-the-hms-bounty 

On the internet, research the history of the Bounty, its voyage on the South Seas and the history 
of the mutiny. Split the group into smaller groups, each group representing one character in 
the story, for example, members of the crew, Fletcher Christian, Ned, Captain Bligh, Fletcher 
Christian’s wife or one of the Tahitian natives. Discuss what their experience of events would 
have been like, how they would have felt, what they would have done. Draft and write a short 
narrative from the view point of the character. Share narratives and develop a script for a short 
play to be performed at a suitable event, for example, Adult Learners’ Week. 

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/ L1.1; 1.2; 1.3

Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6; Ws/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Ww/L1.1, 1.2

Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5

Including everyone
You are helping to plan for the play. Find out what types of costumes characters would need. 
Use the internet and the library to research clothing worn at the time of the Bounty. Print off 
some pictures for the group to look at and decide what you would like to hire. Find out where 
you can hire them from and how much they would cost. Write a short list of costumes and their 
hire costs. Discuss where you could put the play on. You would need a venue, preferably free, 
that would be big enough for an audience of 30.

Finally, design a fl yer to advertise the play. Write a short description of the play and what it will 
be about. Include some images.

Adult Literacy and Maths Core Curricula references for this activity

Rt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9 

Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; Wt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; Ww/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3  

N2/E3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6; MSS1/E3.1
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Doctor Who: Magic of the Angels
Author: Jacqueline Rayner

About the book

When the Doctor, Amy and Rory see an amazing magic act, the 
Doctor thinks he knows why so many young girls are going 
missing around London. Teaming up with the residents 
of an old people’s home to discover the truth, the friends 
fi nd themselves face to face with a deadly Weeping Angel. 
Whatever you do – don’t blink!

About the author

Jacqueline Rayner has written 
nine Doctor Who novels, as well 
as many other science-fi ction books. 
She lives in Essex with her husband 
and twin sons, along with a 
number of cats, guinea pigs, gerbils 
and goldfi sh.



Learning with Quick Reads

32

Starting off ...
Discuss as a group what Doctor Who means to you. Who used to watch 
it as a child? Which were the most scary aliens featured? Which actors played 
the role of Doctor Who and which ones played his trusty companions? Who was 
the best Doctor Who? How have the Doctor Who stories and characters evolved over 
the years?

Look at the design of the title on the book cover. What does the DW in the centre 
represent?

From the title, try and guess what you think the book will be about. 

Look online at the BBC bookshop. What else can you buy other than books, that 
relates to Doctor Who? How many Doctor Who products are there for sale?

Look at the publishing details on the imprints page (page 4). Who produces Doctor 
Who for the BBC?

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5; Rw/1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rs/L1.1, 1.2
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First chapter ideas ...
Doctor Who and his companions are on a London Open Top Bus tour. As a 
group, discuss which of London’s tourist spots you have visited and still want 
to visit. Write a short description of each tourist spot and the reason why you would 
want to visit it.

On page 8 the Doctor is described as miming the action of pulling a zip across his 
mouth. What does this mean? Can you imitate this gesture?

The tour bus goes past the Globe Theatre. As a group discuss what the Globe 
Theatre is famous for.

Doctor Who mentions an older version of the Globe Theatre. Use the internet to fi nd 
out the history of the theatre and why there is now a newer version in its place. How 
many versions have there been in total? Where can you fi nd another similar building?

Write a short history of the Globe Theatre. Has it played a part in Doctor Who 
previously? Include this in your write up.

The London Eye is one of the attractions the bus visits. In pairs, use the internet to 
fi nd out how much a ride on the London Eye would be and whether you would need 
to pre-book or can pay on the day. Work out the cost for a group of fi ve.

http://tardis.wikia.com/wiki/Nestene_Consciousness 
Doctor Who mentions the Nestenes. Does this link agree with his description of 
their special powers? Write a short descriptive paragraph which tells the reader who 
the Nestenes are and what they can do and which of the Doctor Who stories they 
appeared in.

Discuss why you think the other tourists booed when Doctor Who and his 
companions were led off the bus.

Discuss the words that you would use to describe Doctor Who’s character.

Discuss why you think the word Doctor is spelt with a capital D. 

Discuss what you think the signifi cance of the poster of the missing girl is. 
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How else could you write the date, May the sixth, written on the 
poster? 

Discuss why it is that Doctor Who seems to have known many historical 
characters personally? List the characters mentioned in the fi rst chapter. 

From the fi rst chapter, write a paragraph that predicts how the story will unfold. 
What will happen at the Sammy Star show? What will be the focus of the story? Who 
might be responsible for the missing people? Check your paragraph to see if you got 
it right, as you read on further.

Adult Literacy and Numeracy Core Curricula references for this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5; Rw/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Rs/L1.1, 1.2

Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6; Ws/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Ww/L1.1, 1.2 

N2/L1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7

Including everyone
In Word, create a ‘Missing Poster’ for something you have lost recently. What would 
you need to write on it? Would you include a picture?

Write three sentences that describe Doctor Who. Think about his personality and 
how he looks.

Imagine you are a Time Lord. Discuss what century you would like to travel to and 
why. 

Look on the internet for any other fi lms or TV programmes that are about time travel. 
Can you think of any you have seen yourself? Write a few sentences about two of 
them.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4
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Ideas for project work

Imagine that you have to plan a sightseeing trip for a group of six international tourists to 
your home town. You need to come up with a plan for the trip that includes where and when, a 
budget that includes entrance to sites, travel expenses and entertainment costs and any other 
hidden costs.

Divide the group into two. One half plans the itinerary and negotiates with the other half on the 
allotted amount of money available for the trip. Ask your tutor to decide on the overall budget 
amount for the trip. Come up with a fi nal itinerary.

Adult Literacy and Numeracy Core Curricula references for this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

N1/L1.8, 1.9, 1.10; N2/L1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7

Including everyone
As part of planning the itinerary, collect leafl ets for local places of interest. Make a note of 
opening times and entrance fees and any special offers. Collect leafl ets of local restaurants 
where you might want to eat. Make a note of the cheapest and the most expensive. Once the 
itinerary is decided, using Word and working in pairs, design a simple handout that includes the 
main details. 

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity 

Rt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9 

Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; Ww/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3;Wt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3
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Amy’s Diary
Author: Maureen Lee

About the book

On 3 September 1939 Amy Browning starts to write a diary. 
It is Amy’s 18th birthday and the day Great Britain goes 
to war with Germany. Amy’s fears for her friends and 
family soon grow as she realises that they all now live 
in a very dangerous world … A moving story of wartime 
struggle from best-selling author Maureen Lee.

About the author

Maureen Lee was born in Bootle, 
Merseyside, and now lives in 
Colchester, Essex. She is the author 
of several very successful novels, 
and has also had numerous short 
stories published. Her novel, Dancing 
in the Dark, won the 2000 Parker 
Romantic Novel of the Year Award.
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Starting off
Look at the list of titles on page 2. Which city does the author mainly 
write about? Why do you think this is?

Have a look at the author’s website. Read the ‘About Me’ section. Summarise the 
main points, writing an introduction, sub headings and conclusion. 
http://www.maureenlee.co.uk/index.htm 

Read the ‘Research’ section of the author’s website. In the third paragraph the 
author talks about carrying out research on the internet about the Jewish Agency 
operating in Cairo during the war. See if you can fi nd any information on the 
internet. Write a short description of who they were and what they did.

Two of the titles are very similar: The Leaving of Liverpool and Au Revoir Liverpool. 
Discuss how you think the two stories might differ. How do the book titles lead you 
to this conclusion? How many of the other book titles have the word ‘Liverpool’ in 
them? Do you think they are related or separate stories?

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6; Ws/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Ww/L1.1, 1.2      

 Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5; Rw/1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Rs/L1.1, 1.2
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First chapter ideas ...
Read the fi rst sentence.  Discuss why you think Amy decides to start writing 
a diary on her 18th birthday.  Does anyone in the group keep a diary?  If they 
do, when did they start writing their diary and how often do they add to it?  Do you 
let anyone else read your diary?  What would you like to happen to it if you were no 
longer around?

Discuss whether you think the computer age has stopped a lot of people from writing 
paper-based diaries? What are the advantages and disadvantages of keeping an 
electronic or paper-based diary? Compare the two.

Does the date in the fi rst sentence have any signifi cance in history? Read the second 
paragraph to fi nd out the answer.

Page 7 describes some of the things that were put in place during the war for people 
to be safe during air raids. Discuss what you know about life during the war. Has 
anyone heard stories from their grandparents about what life was like? Recount 
those stories to the rest of the group.

Can you think of any fi lms or books that particularly talk about the Second World 
War?

In a group of three, read out the fi rst page of Chapter 1. Allocate the roles of Amy, 
her mum and her dad. Try and put emotion and different voices into the speech. 
You could even try a Liverpool accent! See if you can fi nd an example of a Liverpool 
accent on the internet. What effect does this have on the story for those listening?

On the internet use the British Library site to fi nd out more about regional accents. 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/sounds/regional-voices/phonological-variation/ 

On page 9, Amy’s friend Sally says that the munitions factory is paying £3 or £4 a 
week. How does this compare with weekly factory pay in 2012? 

Use the internet to check the prices of staple items of food in 1939. Would Amy have 
been well off earning £3 or £4 a week? Compare the prices then to the price of those 
items now. How does the cost of living compare?

Cora says they have to write a letter to get a job at the factory. Draft a letter to apply 
for a job as a munitions worker. Find out what munitions workers did at this time to 
work out what skills and qualities you would need.

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Employment/Jobseekers/Helpapplyingforajob/
DG_173634 
Read the guidelines for letters and application forms when applying for a job.
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Sal predicts that the war will only last for six months. Why do you
 think she says this? What is the truth? Discuss why Sal and Amy are 
looking forward to the war.

Amy’s mam describes the baby, Mickey, as ‘nice looking rather than pretty’. Discuss 
what the difference is between these descriptions. Write a list of other words that 
could be used instead.

Adult Literacy and Numeracy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLc/L1.1, 1.3, 1.4; SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5; Rw/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Rs/L1.1, 1.2

Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6; Ws/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Ww/L1.1, 1.2 

N2/L1.4, 1.5, 1.6

Including everyone
Do you keep a diary? Discuss what you would use a diary for and what type of diary 
you would want.

Have your family told you any stories about the war? Recount to the group.

Amy’s mum has made a cake for her birthday party. Have you ever had a birthday 
party or held one for your children? Write a short description of what you did at the 
party.

Amy’s mum and dad give her a purse with a penny in for good luck. Talk about what 
other good luck charms or traditions you know about. Write a list of sayings linked to 
good luck.

Underline the capital letters on page 11. Can you fi nd the reasons why capital letters 
are used each time? Write a few sentences that include more than one capital letter 
each.

Amy describes her sister as ‘the most beautiful person I have ever known’. In 
pairs, describe a favourite family member. Use creative descriptive language. In 
the passage Amy says she has, ‘hair the colour of autumn leaves’. Write up your 
descriptions and bring together to make a poster entitled Favourite Family Members, 
for the classroom wall.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLd/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; Ww/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3; Wt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3  

Rt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9
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Ideas for project work

Imagine you have to plan and organise a signifi cant birthday party as a surprise for your best 
friend, for example, 18th or 40th. You have a budget of £600.

Discuss as a group what your fi rst considerations have to be. Do you need to appoint one 
person to co-ordinate, or will decisions be made equally as a group? Allocate pairs to sort out 
particular aspects of the party, e.g. budget, food and drink, venue, music, entertainment, gifts 
and decorations. Once roles are allocated, discuss as a whole group what each pair has to do 
and how fi ndings will be recorded, before splitting up to start work. The person in charge of the 
budget will have to liaise with everyone. The budget might be split equally amongst the pairs as 
a starting point, and negotiated as the work goes ahead.

Each pair is tasked with spending as little as possible, so getting a bargain for their money. 

Come up with a fi nal plan for the party and a record of expenditure.

Adult Literacy and Numeracy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLc/L1.1, 1.3, 1.4; SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3

N1/L1.3, 1.7, 1.8, 1.9; N2/L1.5, 1.6, 1.7

Including everyone
Have a look at party invitations that you can buy. Can you design one that is cheaper and 
personal to your friend? Discuss what you need to include on the invitation. Perhaps you could 
fi nd a photograph of your friend to include. Use Word to design the layout. Find out from the 
budget holder how many are coming to the party before you print copies off. Personally address 
each invitation. 

Online, see if you can draw up an iPod Playlist of music for the party. Use the iTunes library to 
chose the music you want. Test it out on the rest of the group. This might save you money in 
hiring a DJ.

Research on the internet if there is any information about party games. Discuss with the pair 
responsible for entertainment.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLd/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3

Rt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9 

Wt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; Ww/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3
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Get the life you really want
Author: James Caan

About the book

It is possible to get the life you really want. You just need to 
change the way you think. Whether you want to get back 
into work or start your own business, use this ten-point 
plan to help you achieve your dreams. Top businessman 
and author James Caan shows you how to use business 
sense in everyday life.

About the author

James Caan is one of the 
UK’s most successful 
businessmen. He became a 
familiar face on our TV screens in 
2007 when he joined the BBC’s 
hit show ‘Dragons’ Den’. He has 
written two books: Get the Job You 
Really Want and The Real Deal: My 
Story from Brick Lane to Dragons’ Den, 
and set up his own charitable foundation.
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Starting off ...
From the cover and title of the book, discuss what kind of a book this 
might be. For example, is it fi ction or fact? Will it be of practical use or not? 
What might make you want to read it?

Discuss whether anyone in the group has seen the author before. What TV 
programme does he appear in? Does this give a clue about the content of the book?

Discuss why, in the title, the word ‘really’ is written in a different typeface? What 
effect does this have?

Have a look at the author’s website. Look at the home page and discuss how and 
why it has been designed this way, for example, the colours and images used, the 
layout of the text, the use of fi lm.

Watch the fi lm on the author’s website. James Caan is described as a multi-
millionaire. Discuss what this means practically? How do you think he uses his money 
to make more? Do you think he could lose all his money one day? What would you 
do with so much money?

What do you think of James Caan’s image? Is it what you would expect typically of 
a wealthy businessman? Discuss the impact of dress on fi rst impressions and when 
dress is an important aspect of success, for example, in the workplace.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; SLc/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4

Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5
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First chapter ideas
The author says that he invests in ‘the person leading the business’ and 
needs to ‘feel their passion’. Discuss what you think he means by this. Discuss 
any examples you have seen on the TV programme where the Dragons have or 
haven’t backed a potential business. What are the key factors to remember for 
those making a pitch for money?

The author says that most people start a business to try and change something for 
themselves and for someone else in their lives. Discuss who you would want to make 
a change for if you were trying to start up a business.

Discuss whether you have ever wanted to or tried to start up your own business. 
What would be the focus of this?

The author talks about his dad’s experience of coming to England from Pakistan 
without any English-language skills and his fi rst experience of arriving in the East 
End. Discuss what this experience must have been like. Do any group members have 
parents who had a similar experience that they can tell the group about?

The author says that confi dence is a massive part of succeeding with your idea for a 
business. Discuss the role that self confi dence plays in success. How is it important for 
adults coming into learning? Has your own confi dence improved as an adult learner?

The author talks about the voice in people’s heads that tells them, ‘You can’t do it, 
you’re useless, you haven’t got the experience’. Discuss this as a group. Where do 
these doubts stem from and how can you overcome them as an individual?

The author describes how Bill Gates almost didn’t go ahead with Microsoft because 
of getting stuck at the fi rst hurdle. Use the internet to research the history of Bill 
Gates and what inspired him to start his business, Microsoft. Alternatively, you could 
research the history of Facebook and its founder, Mark Zuckerberg. Write a two-page 
descriptive summary.

The author uses Wayne Rooney as an analogy for determination and single-
mindedness. Discuss whether you think this is a good example. What other examples 
could you use that would demonstrate the same thing?

There are four bullet points on page 6 that describe the mindset of a successful 
business person. Can you write four short pieces of advice for people thinking about 
joining an adult literacy class? What are the things that will help them to learn and 
enjoy learning?
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What do you think to the fi nal saying, ‘it is your attitude, not your 
aptitude, that determines your altitude’. What do you notice about 
the three words, attitude, aptitude and altitude? What do you notice 
about the spelling of the three words? There is a grammatical term for words 
that all begin with the same letter. Find out what it is and write down a couple of 
other examples. 

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; SLc/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4

Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5

Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6; Ws/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; Ww/L1.1, 1.2

Including everyone
Chapter 1 is about releasing your potential. Use a dictionary to look up the meaning 
of the word ‘potential’. Write a sentence that describes what this is. Write a sentence 
that includes the word ‘potential’.

Join in the group discussions about how you got involved in adult learning and what 
the benefi ts have been for you. Write a few sentences that describe this.

Think about the phrase, ‘Dragons’ Den’. Discuss why you think they use this phrase. 

Why is there an apostrophe after the s in Dragons?

Watch a clip from Dragons’ Den on the BBC website:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006vq92 . 

Do you think maths skills are important for starting up a business. Discuss why. What 
are the main maths skills you would need? Would you consider joining a maths class 
to improve your maths?

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3; SLc/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.4

Ww/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3; Ws/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; Wt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4

Rs/E3.3; Rw/E3.3
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Ideas for project work

Imagine you are making a presentation/pitch to the Dragons in the Dragons’ Den. The Dragons 
are offering money for charitable organisations as part of Adult Learners’ Week. You are bidding 
to run lots of adult learning classes in your local community centre. Your main aim is to make 
them fun and interesting to attract lots of new learners.

As a team discuss what skills you all have and how you can contribute to the task. Will you pitch 
as a team, as one individual or as one pair? Three of the team can act as the Dragons’ panel. 
Decide which Dragons you will include on the panel and do some research about their business 
interests and how much money they might have available. Find out how much they donate to 
charity each year.

Other things to think about are what kinds of learning you would want to put on and how much 
it would cost. What resources would you need, for example, arts and crafts sessions will require 
materials, you will need to pay for someone to teach the subject and you might need to pay for 
rooms at the community centre and extra use of lighting/heating etc. Draw up a simple budget 
to work out costs.

Adult Literacy Core Curriculum references for this activity

SLd/ L1.1, 1.2, 1.3; SLc/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4

Wt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6

Rt/L1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5; Rs/L1.1, 1.2

Including everyone
Use the internet to look at your local FE colleges to fi nd out what kind of courses are available. 
Can you offer something different? Draw up a wide list of activities that you could consider 
putting on. Think about the resources you might need and do some research on the internet to 
fi nd out how much they would cost. Think about how many people you would want to include 
in your class and therefore, how many resources you would need. Share your ideas with the 
rest of the group. Once as a whole group, you have decided what resources will be needed use 
a calculator to work out the cost. If you don’t have a calculator, you could estimate this by 
rounding costs up to the nearest £10.

Adult Literacy and Numeracy Core Curriculum references on this activity

SLd/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3; SLc/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.4

Rt/E3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9

N1/E3.2, 3.7, 3.8, 3.9
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Useful sources of information –  
Reading for Pleasure:
Quick Reads England

www.quickreads.org 

Quick Reads website includes information about:

•	 New titles

•	 Family Reading Break toolkit

•	 Workplace factsheet

•	 Author interviews and podcasts

•	 A branding suite of logos, posters, book covers and author images.

Quick Reads Wales

www.bit.ly/quickreads 

In Wales, Quick Reads titles are also produced in the Welsh language 

Other sources:

The Reading Agency 
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/  
A comprehensive source of ideas about how to encourage adults to read. Includes initiatives 
such as The Six Book Challenge and Reading for Life. The Reading Agency undertake big 
national partnership schemes, library reading promotions and projects that target specific 
readers.

NIACE – Adult Learners’ Week 
http://www.alw.org.uk/  
NIACE is a charitable organisation that works to involve more and different adults in adult 
learning. They organise and promote Adult Learners’ Week giving awards to adults who have 
achieved and progressed through participation in adult learning.

Reading for Pleasure 
http://www.readingforpleasure.org.uk/  
A suite of materials to encourage reading for pleasure, developed in partnership with the Quick 
Reads initiative. Includes downloadable resources linked to numeracy, family learning and 
technology.
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BBC Skillswise 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise  
This is a popular site providing a comprehensive range of resources for learners to  
improve their English and Maths skills for work or everyday needs. Set at Level 1 and  
Entry Level 3, it provides interactive games and quizzes and downloadable factsheets and tutor 
notes.

Skillsworkshop 
http://www.skillsworkshop.org/  
A source of free downloadable resources provided by English and Maths teachers to share with 
others. Includes Functional Skills resources.

Bookbite 
http://www.bookbite.org.uk/  
A project set up by BookTrust to inspire you to get more out of reading and writing.

Booktrust 
http://www.booktrust.org.uk/  
Booktrust is an independent reading and writing charity. They provide resources and tools to 
support professionals in helping children and adults alike to learn and grow in their reading 
and writing journey. They promote quality recommendations and book lists and their prizes 
celebrate and promote great writing and emerging talent. 

Love reading 
http://www.lovereading.co.uk/  
Provides a set of online tools to help you decide what you might read next including free 10–15-
page Opening Extracts of every one of their Featured Books. 

Reading Group Choices 
http://www.readinggroupchoices.com/  
Provides links to reading groups, lists of recommended titles, one-to-one interviews with authors, 
monthly newsletter.

The Big Plus 
http://www.thebigplus.com/homepage  
Scotland’s campaign to promote the free help that is available to adults for literacy, language 
and numeracy learning.  It is run by Skills Development Scotland and provides a free phone 
helpline to put people in touch with tutors.  There are also free resources available for tutors 
from http://www.aloscotland.com 
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Quick Reads

Since their launch in 2006 over 70 Quick Reads have been published. Below is a list  
of Quick Reads titles that are available, many of them can be bought from both  
high-street and online book sellers. Some titles are now out of print but can be found  
in your local library.

Quick Reads titles to date

Patrick Augustus, Don’t Make Me Laugh, Xpress, (2006) 9781902934464

Linwood Barclay, Clouded Vision, Orion, (2011) 9781409121251

Priya Basil, Strangers on the 16:02, Transworld, (2011) 9780552777056

Maeve Binchy, Star Sullivan, Orion, (2006) 9780752879543

Maeve Binchy, Full House, Orion, (2012) 9781409136613

Joh, Bird, How To Change Your Life In 7 Steps, Random House, (2006) 9780091907037

John Bird, The Ten Keys to Success, Ebury, (2008) 9780091923600

John Boyne, The Dare, Black Swan, (2009) 9780552775298

Richard Branson, Screw It, Let’s Do It, Virgin, (2006) 9780753510995

James Caan, Get the Life You Really Want, Penguin, (2012) 9780241958780

Camelot, We Won the Lottery: Real-life Winner Stories, Accent Press, (2010) 9781907016110

Alan Carr, Burning Ambition, Penguin, (2007) 9780141030302

Lucy Cavendish, Jack and Jill, Penguin, (2011) 9780718157487

Rowan Coleman, Woman Walks Into A Bar, Random House, (2006) 9780099492283

Catrin Collier, Black-Eyed Devils, Accent Press, (2009) 9781906373610

Josephine Cox, Girl on the Platform, Harper Collins, (2008) 9780007270088

Hunter Davies, I Love Football, Hodder Headline, (2006) 9780755314706

Dragons’ Den, Dragons’ Den: Your Road to Success, Collins, (2009) 9780007299331

Terrance Dicks, Doctor Who: Made of Steel, BBC Books, (2007) 9781846072048

Terrance Dicks, Doctor Who: Revenge of the Juddoon, BBC Books, (2008) 9781846073724

Bernardine Evaristo, Hello Mum, Penguin, (2010) 9780141044385

Vanessa Feltz (editor), RaW Voices of Hardship and Hope, BBC Books, (2008) 9781846074462

John Francome, Winner Takes All, Hodder Headline, (2006) 9780755329489

Mike Gale, Men at Work, Hodder, (2011) 9781444711776

Adele Geras, Lily, Orion, (2007) 9780752882246
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Cathy Glass, My Dad’s a Policeman, HarperCollins, (2011) 9780007374755

Alvin Hall, Money Magic, Hodder Headline, (2010) 9780340998502

Rolf Harris, Buster Fleabags, Transworld, (2010) 9780552160599

Sherrie Hewson, The Tannery, Pan Macmillan, (2009) 9780330464345

Tom Holland, The Poison in the Blood, TimeWarner, (2006) 9780349119649

Tom Holt, Someone Like Me, TimeWarner, (2006) 9781841494463

Conn Iggulden, Blackwater, Harper Collins, (2006) 9780007221660

Conn Iggulden, Quantum of Tweed: The Man with the Stolen Gun, Harper Collins, (2012) 
9780007455980

Colin Jackson, Life’s New Hurdles, Accent Press, (2008) 9781906125936

Peter James, The Perfect Murder, Macmillan, (2010) 9780330507851

Lola Jaye, Reaching for the Stars, Harper Collins, (2009) 9780007297184

Terry Jones, Trouble on the Heath, Accent Press, (2011) 9781907726200

Kerry Katona, Survive the Worst and Aim for the Best, RH, (2007) 9780091917548

Cathy Kelly, The Perfect Holiday, Harper Collins, (2010) 9780007331444

Lynda La Plante, The Little One, Simon & Schuster, (2012) 9780857209207

Premier League, Mick Dennis , The Team, Transworld, (2006) 9780552153720

Maureen Lee, A Dream Come True, Orion, (2007) 9780752882390

Maureen Lee, Amy’s Diary, Orion, (2012) 9781409137382

Damien Lewis, Desert Claw, Random House, (2006) 9780099493532

Alexander McCall–Smith, The Cleverness of Ladies, Little, Brown, (2012) 9780349000282

Val McDermid, Cleanskin, Harper Collins, (2006) 9780007216727

Val McDermid (editor), Life’s Too Short, Transworld, (2010) 9780553825138

Andy McNab, The Grey Man, Transworld, (2006) 9780552154338

Andy McNab, The Grey Man, Transworld, (2007) 9780552155984

Andy McNab, Last Night Another Soldier, Transworld, (2010) 9780552161688

Kate Mosse, The Cave, Orion, (2009) 9780752884509

Courttia Newland, The Dying Wish, TimeWarner, (2006) 9780349119632

Charlie Oatway, Tackling Life, Transworld, (2011) 9780552161787

Sheila O’Flanagan, Follow Me, Headline, (2011) 9780755359318
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Gilda O’Neill, East End Tales, Penguin, (2008) 9780141034942

Adele Parks, Happy Families, Penguin, (2008) 9780141034911

Tony Parsons, Beyond the Bounty, Harper Collins, (2012) 9780007449132

James Patterson, Bloody Valentine, Random House, (2011) 9780099556756

Mike Phillips, The Name You Once Gave Me, Harper Collins, (2006) 9780007216710

Gervase Phinn, All These Lonely People, Penguin, (2009) 9780141039923

Scott Quinell, The Hardest Test, Accent Press, (2008) 9781906125950

Gordon Ramsay, Humble Pie, Harper Collins, (2008) 9780007270965

Ian Rankin, A Cool Head, Orion, (2009) 9780752884493

Jacqueline Rayner, Doctor Who: The Sontaran Games, BBC Books, (2009) 9781846076435

Jacqueline Rayner, Doctor Who: Magic of the Angels, BBC Books, (2012) 9781849902861

Matthew Reilly, Hell Island, Pan Macmillan, (2006) 9780330442329

Ruth Rendell, The Thief, Random House, (2006) 9780099497882

Justin Richards, Doctor Who: Code of the Krillitanes, BBC Books/Random House, (2010) 
9781846079283

Gareth Roberts, I Am A Dalek, BBC Books, (2006) 9780563486480

Chris Ryan, One Good Turn, RH, (2008) 9780099522348

John Simpson, Tales from the War Zone, Macmillan, (2007) 9780330449991

The Sun, The Sun Book of Short Stories, Bantam, (2007) 9780553818826

Patience Thomson, 101 Ways to Get Your Child to Read, Barrrington Stoke, (2009) 
9781842996713

Ricky Tomlinson, Reading My Arse, Little, Brown, (2007) 9780751539530

Joanna Trollope, The Book Boy, Bloomsbury, (2006) 9780747582113

Danny Wallace, Danny Wallace & The Centre of the Universe, Random House, (2006) 
9780091908942

Minette Walters, Chickenfeed, Pan Macmillan, (2006) 9780330440318

Alison Weir, Traitors of the Tower, Random House, (2010) 9780099542285

Benjamin Zephaniah, Kung Fu Trip, Bloomsbury, (2011) 9781408802908
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